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Neisseria  gonorrhoeae 

Among  infectious  diseases,  the  common  cold  affects  the  greatest  number  of  people, 
but  of  the  reportable  communicable  diseases  GONORRHEA  holds  first  place .  Over 
800,000  cases  were  reported  in  the  U,S,  last  year  and  true  incidence  probably 
exceeds  2,000,000  annually. 

Bacteriology  is  important  in  the  control  of  gonorrhea.     The  asymptomatic  female 
carrier  can  be  identified  most  practically  by  culture  of  the  organism.  Difficul- 
ties' in  this  area  frequently  are  causes  of  complaints  about  the  state  laboratory 
and  we  in  turn  complain  about  submission  of  poor  specimens.    We  will  try  to  clarify 
this  gray  area,     (Also  see  bulletin  No,  23,  Dec,  10,  1969  on  "Culture  Diagnosis 
of  Gonorrhea  in 


1,  Our  most  recent  difficulty  has  been  in  shipment  of  cultures  for  identifica- 
tion of  Neisseria  species.    Recently  we  "lost"  three  cultures  because  they  were 
shipped  on  plates.    Neisseria  does  not  withstand  the  drying  and  cold  shock  to  which 
it  is  exposed  when  shipped  like  this,    A  more  desirable  method  is  to  make  a  heavy 
inoculum  of  the  isolate  into  Stuart's  transport  medium  and  send  this  to  the 

state  laboratory, 

2,  Modified  Thayer-Martin  medium,  known  as  "Transgrow"  medium,  for  shipment  of 
specimens  for  gonorrhea  to  a  central  laboratory  is  available  from  us.  However, 
it  cannot  be  stored  for  more  than  two  weeks  and  it  is  expensive.    When  you 
anticipate  seeing  patients  who  should  be  cultured,  call  the  laboratory  (449-2642 
or  2643)  and  we  will  send  some  to  you.    The  VD  representative  in  your  area  can 
also  forward  requests  to  us. 


Paul  Anderson  Tel,  549-2374 

Billings  Ron  Hauge  252-5181,  ext.  234 

Great  Falls  William  Potts  761-6800,  ext,  245 

3,  The  technique  for  handling  these  specimens  is  critical.    Two  swabs  should  be 
submitted  -  each  on  separate  tubes  of  Transgrow  medium.    One  should  be  a  cervical 
swab  and  the  other  a  rectal  swab  ,    They  should  be  rolled  on  the  surface  of  the 
medium  as  soon  as  collected  and  the  tubes  should  be  held  in  an  upright  position 
to  prevent  loss  of  carbon  dioxide  which  has  been  introduced  prior  to  shipment  to 
you.     The  caps  should  be  tightened  immediately  and  the  tubes  incubated  overnight 
at  37°  C  to  initiate  growth  of  the  organism.    Then  the  culture  should  be  submitted 
to  the  state  laboratory, 

4,  SEND  LABORATORY  SPECIMENS  WITHIN  MONTANA  BY  REGULAR  MAIL,     The  Air-Taxi  mail 
circuit  within  the  state  works  well  for  getting  specimens  into  our  laboratory. 
If  specimens  are  in  your  post  office  before  closing  time  for  outgoing  mall*  they 
arrive  in  Helena  during  the  night  and  the  specimen  pouch  is  brought  from  the 
P,0,  by  one  of  our  people  on  his  way  to  work  (including  holidays).    We  encounter 
difficulty  when  specimens  are  sent  by  special  delivery  or  registered  mail  because 
these  require  signatures  for  delivery  and  may  sit  in  the  post  office  on  week-ends 
or  holidays. 


NOTE: 


In  the  outbreak  of  aseptic  meningitis  in  Montana  and  North  Dakota  last 
season,  five  types  of  enteroviruses  were  involved s    ECHO  4,  ECHO  6, 
ECHO  9,  Coxsackie  A9  and  Coxsackie  B3, 
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